When the CNS needs a consultant.
Although advanced practice nurses (APNs) are accustomed to providing consultation about patient care issues, they may be less comfortable seeking consultation and working with consultants. Being a savvy consumer of consultation services, however, is an essential skill for APNs and can help them avoid problems that may arise when practicing outside their realm of expertise. Consultants can also help APNs develop intra- and entrepreneurial practice opportunities. This article describes how to determine the necessity of a consultation, how to choose a consultant, and how to get the most out of a consulting relationship.